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Sample Script for Conducting Jurisdiction Hearing 
[1. Introduction] 

The court has read and considered [name the documents, e.g., the petition or the 
probation report dated _____, 20__, and attached documents]. The court has also 
considered the testimony of the witnesses and their demeanor on the stand, as well as 
the arguments of counsel. 

[2. Appointment of attorney for child] 

[If the child is unrepresented by counsel:] 

You [name of child] have a right to have an attorney represent you during this jurisdiction 
hearing, and during any other hearings in the juvenile court. If you want to employ a 
private attorney, the court will give you an opportunity to do so. 

[Or:] 

The court has reviewed the financial declaration of [name of parent or guardian] and 
finds that [name of child] is entitled to appointment of counsel. At this time, the court 
appoints [the public defender/_________] to represent [him/her]. If it is later found that 
[name of parent or guardian] can afford to pay for the attorney’s services, [name of 
parent or guardian] will have to reimburse the county for the cost of appointed counsel. 

[If child attempts to waive right to counsel:] 

This is a serious and important matter. If the court finds that the allegations in the 
petition are true, you could eventually be confined in a facility such as a those run by the 
Division of Juvenile Facilities. Do you have any questions about your right to have an 
attorney represent you at this hearing? Understanding this right and the possible 
consequences of this hearing, do you want to proceed at this time without an attorney?  

[If the child still seeks self-representation, you might explain the juvenile court 
process at this point. In addition, you might have a Faretta-type dialogue with the 
child. See Sample Script for Appointment of Attorney.] 

[3. Reading of petition and explanation of procedure] 

I am going to explain to you what will happen today and at future juvenile court 
proceedings. As you know, there has been a petition filed by the district attorney’s office, 
claiming that you [read the petition and explain the nature of the charges in simple 
terms]. 

[Many judges ask counsel whether reading of the petition and advisement of rights 
are waived.] 

The purpose of this hearing is to decide whether or not the statements made in the 
petition are true and therefore whether you should come within the jurisdiction of the 
juvenile court. 

If the court finds that the statements made are not true, the court will dismiss the case. If 
the court finds them to be true, the court will conduct a disposition hearing. 

The purpose of a disposition hearing is to decide what placement, if any, the court 
should make in view of what has been found to have happened. 
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[4. Waiver of advisement of rights] 

[To counsel:] 

Does your client waive advisement of rights? 

[Or] 

[5. Advisement of rights] 

The court will explain the child’s constitutional rights. 

These are the following rights: 

• The right to remain silent. This means that [name of child] need not tell us 
anything about the offense charged in the petition. If [name of child] chooses to 
speak, anything [he/she] says can and will be used today by the court in deciding 
whether [name of child] should be detained. Do you understand this right? Do 
you have any questions about it? 

• The right to see, hear, and question all witnesses who may be examined at this 
hearing. 

• The right to cross-examine, which means ask questions of, any witness who may 
testify at this hearing. 

• The right to present evidence and use the court’s subpoena power to bring 
witnesses to court to testify on your behalf. 

[Address the child and the parents] 

Do you understand these rights? Do you have any questions? 

[6. Inquiry re: admission or no-contest plea] 

Do you intend to admit or deny the statements contained in the petition? If you would like 
to enter a plea of no contest or admission, you must understand that you are giving up 
the following rights: 

• The right to present evidence at this hearing, 
• The right to claim the privilege against self-incrimination, 
• The right to confront and cross-examine any witness called to testify against you, 

and 
• The right to use the court’s process to ensure the attendance of witnesses on 

your behalf. 

Do you understand that the offense that you admit having committed may be considered 
a strike under the three strikes law, which means that you may be given a harsh 
sentence if you commit future offenses?  

Is this your personal decision? Does counsel consent? 

If you admit or do not contest the facts stated in the petition, the court must make its 
findings on the basis of the petition and any evidence presented by the district attorney. 
Do you understand this situation? 
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Would you like any further explanation concerning the petition or any of the facts stated 
in it? 

Do you understand that by [admitting/not contesting] the facts contained in the petition, 
the court has only the petition and any evidence presented by the district attorney on 
which to base its decision? 

Do you have any questions about your right to contest the petition? 

Do you understand that if the court takes jurisdiction, it may place you in a state or local 
facility, or even out of state for a maximum term of [specify maximum term of 
confinement]? Do you have any questions about this process? 

Understanding this right and the possible consequences, do you want to proceed at this 
time to [admit the allegations/plead no contest]? Do you admit the truth of the statements 
contained in the petition? 

[7. Child denies the allegations] 

The child [name of child] does not admit the allegations. 

The court will hear evidence on the question of whether the charges in the petition are 
true. The district attorney must prove them to be true beyond a reasonable doubt. 
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